
AFSC Aussie Skate Meeting 
 

Notes from meeting held at O'Brien Icehouse on 3-
December 2019 at 9.00am 
 

Hosted by Kim Wilson (Sport Development) 
 
Attendees: Angelique Clyde-Smith, Peter Lynch, Nadia Walton, Amy Pailthorpe, Rachel 
Ramsey, Huhu Chen, Maureen Sumner, Jean McGregor, Mark Hochman, Tricia Burns, 
Andrea Elsworth, Amber Williams 
 
For anything that you would like to ask further, please contact Kim at 
kwillyau@internode.on.net. 
 
Elements in programs 
Set patterns for half ice events are being developed (similar to ISA tests).  Coaches will be 
asked to keep to listed elements and only do them once in each program.  This will make it 
easier for judges during competitions, particularly events where there are large numbers of 
competitors.  Judging sheets will also be prepared 
 
Medals/Awards 
Have medals for competitions for 1st to 3rd place.  Participation ribbons for other 
competitors.   
NOTE: Kim has followed up with Jenny at ISA with a view to promotion of materials. 

 
Resourcing 

• ISA Website – Coaches manual is on the website.  Other documents will be gradually 
updated and added to website.  Insurance information needs to be included on the 
Aussie Skate page. 

• Facebook page – Has been established and used to disseminate information. 

• Skater Booklet – being brought back for 2020 as part of the Aussie Skate Program.  
Most very happy to see it. 

• Other items to consider: 
o Cards listing elements 
o Small booklet (pocket sized) 
o Tick Sheets – terms and elements 

 
Judging System  
A working group has developed a new system which is now currently awaiting states to give 
approval so the ISA board can vote to implement.   

• Based on IJS, either using ISUCalc or an Excel spreadsheet 

• Elements have a base value and are judged with GOEs.  Elements not performed will 
be invalidated.  Program components are Skating Skills and Presentation. 

As well as being a more effective system, this will provide a good lead into IJS as the 
standard judging system for both skaters and judges. 
 
Test Judging 
For Skate School, unless ISA judges can be provided, they can be judged by coaches.  
Coaches should not be judging their own skater’s tests. 
 



Regulating of Aussie Skate 
Aussie Skate is not subject to By-Laws as it is a learn to skate program.  Kim looking to 
develop a Guidebook to cover all aspect related to the program.  This is in progress.  If there 
is anything that you feel needs to be covered please let her know. 
 
Aussie Skate Program Membership 
Peter commented that Aussie Skate should be looked upon as a membership program, not 
just playing around in Skate School.  Skaters and parents should be made to feel they are 
now officially in the sport. 
 
Skating Curriculum 
This is a hot topic with many opinions.  Kim has been presenting this in her reports to the 
ISA Board who advised they would consider a review and relaunch for 2021.  Some 
comments about the curriculum are: 

• Too many elements in some tests and levels 

• Naming is contradictory to IJS levels eg Novice and Intermediate 

• Who are the stakeholders – coaches, skaters, parents, rinks, judges 

• Adult skaters and how they are catered for 

• Structure 
o What is introduced and when? 
o What is a reasonable “chunk” of skills to introduce at what level? 
o What do we need to see leading to Preliminary level? 
o Is there anything being missed in the current curriculum 

Michael Koh in Victoria has been doing some work on this, however it does need a working 
group to look at the curriculum.  Huhu Chen, Maureen Sumner and Rachel Ramsey have 
agreed to be part of the working group.  Kim to contact Michael Koh to put him in touch 
with the nominated members. 
Any curriculum review should be carried out in time to present at the ISA AGM scheduled to 
take place on 26th April 2020. 
 
Memberships – Renewals and Management 
Renewals are due on 1st January.  It would be good to have a system whereby they are 
renewed on the anniversary of joining. 
Kim had been talking to Theresa Trevor-Hunt from WA who has developed a holistic 
membership management database that covers a wide range of management tools for 
memberships.  Mark Hochman also recommended looking at what is done for Ice Hockey as 
they also have a very effective membership database. 
Currently skaters apply for member via Register Now but the functionality is limited.  
 
Badges and Tests Costs 
There can be wide discrepancies from rink to rink about the costs of Aussie Skate program.  
Rinks vary their prices for their programs.  However there is also major discrepancies 
between what rinks are charging for tests and badges.  Some rink give the badges out for 
free, others are charging for them.  Some rinks charge a fee to do the test and others 
incorporate it as part of the program.  The badges cost $2 each however one rink is charging 
$8.  This is quite unacceptable.  Something to follow up with rinks. 


